A case report of Mycobacterium abscessus peritonitis in a peritoneal dialysis patient.
Peritonitis due to nontuberculous mycobacterium in peritoneal dialysis (PD) patients is rare. However, when it occurs, PD catheter removal is required in most cases because of resistance to antibiotic therapy. We report a case of Mycobacterium abscessus peritonitis subsequent to tunnel infection after PD catheter-replacement surgery. The patient underwent this surgery as her tunnel infection had not resolved following the usual 3 month course of antibiotic therapy. After surgery, tunnel infection of the second catheter and peritonitis occurred. Nontuberculous mycobacteria were detected on acid-fast stain from both the old and new exit-site drainage and the peritoneal effluent. The mycobacteria were identified as M. abscessus. Removal of the new catheter and surgical excision of the previous catheter tunnel were performed and multiple antibiotics were started. After 3 months the postsurgical wounds had healed completely. This case demonstrates the importance of further evaluation of unidentified PD catheter-related infections, including an examination for nontuberculous mycobacterium.